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The objective of the present study was to assess the needs and evaluate the implementation of
environmental education in kindergartens and nursery schools in Miyazaki prefecture. The re-
sults showed that: (1) activities and programs related to environmental education such as “dietary
education”, “nature observation and free play in nature”, and “farming experience” are heavily
emphasized in their daily activities; (2) the extent to which children experience activities related
to nature and their environment seems to differ according to several factors such as the facilities
available and the conditions of the surrounding areas. Those differences are particularly notice-
able in activities that put emphasis in sensitivity with the involvement with nature and awareness
of natural systems; and (3) the presence of the teachers and caregivers is of great importance in
promoting environmental education in early childhood. The results also pointed out the necessity
of environmental education training for those professionals.
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