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Summary

While concern about environmental problems increase, educators and practitioners around the globe
are discovering a new appreciation for the importance of environmental education starting at the
pre-school level. Concomitantly, it is becoming ever more important to assess the effectiveness of
environmental education programs designed for young children. The purpose of this research was to
explore the validity of children’ s drawings using the Synthetic-House-Tree-Person (S-HTP) method
as one of the techniques for the evaluation of the impact of environmental education on preschool
children’ s psychological. The subjects of this study were twenty-two 5-year-old pre-school children
who were asked to draw a picture of a house, a tree, and a person on an A4 sheet of paper by
using a black pencil for 4 times over the academic year, once every two months. After a systematic
examination of the drawings, it became clear that despite the unskillful drawing expressions, 5 year-
old-children recurrently express in their drawings recent experiences that were meaningful and that
had an impact on them such as sleeping in a tent while camping, baking potatoes in bonfires, seeing
a bird" s nest, etc. Moreover, it was also observed that these drawing expressions gradually become
more refined over time. The next step in this research project is to compare drawings of children in
different educational environments to further evaluate the validity of S-HTP method in assessing the

impact of environmental education for children.
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