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This is a study on the features of historical Japanese gardens located in Akizuki region,
Fukuoka prefecture, through actual survey and field investigstion. The important feature lies in
the ponds getting water through the waterway from the Notori river. The ponds are adopted in
the life space, and has close relations with the inhabitants' lives. Gardens are separated into the
samurais' possession and the townsmen's possession. In the garden of the samurai residence,
occupations are large, and the circumferences of the mansions are surrounded by mud walls and
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bamboo fences. On the other hand, in the gardens of the townsmen, sites are small, and there
are small working spaces close to the waterways and the wells. For inhabitants of Akizuki, the
gardens have had the important roles giving relaxation in the residential environment, the beau-
tiful sight of the town, and the prevention from disaster.
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