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Influences of soil physical properties on tree forms of Prunus spp.
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The soil conditions and the growth of cherry trees were investigated in three districts of
Takanabe-cho, Miyazaki Prefecture. The soil was visually examined and tested for water perme-
ability. The shape of the trees was examined, and the tree height, trunk diameter and leaf
amount were measured. The investigation showed that there were many undersized single-trunk
trees in areas of poor soil, such as in cut-land areas, where the surface soil was thin and/or dry.
On the other hand, many shrubby trees, which had branched trunks, were found in places with
relatively good soil. The tree shape differed slightly depending on the conditions of the trunk, the
effects of which were especially apparent in the shape of the tree crown. Since a possible cause of
the branching of the trunk was growth inhibition due to poor soil, pests, wind damage, etc., fur-

ther investigation is needed.
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