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"Forest" imagery in illustrated books:
The relationship between the literary and the temporal world
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This study extracts forest imagery from illustrated books and examines such representations.
Forests are living environments relatively untouched by humankind, although people have culled
trees from the forest and planted them, making man-made spaces. The author of this study posits
that if people can enlarge the image of the forest, they will also be able to expand the image of
any planted area. The author has concluded the following: (1) Stories in illustrated books depict
the preservation and restoration of the forest. (2) Most protagonists in illustrated books are
human or animal. In their lives in the forest, these protagonists have many experiences: playing,
living, exploring and discovering. Anthropomorphizing the many living forest creatures allows
them the rich experiences afforded by communication with other creatures. (3) These tales
include some fanciful aspects. For instance, representations of scale, time, and other conditions
do not comport with the "real" world. This study demonstrates this concept by giving several
specific examples of fantasy illustrations. The variety of forest creatures allows unexpected
events to occur in the forest. (4) Although something may appear real within the world of illus-
trated books, many of these occurrences are understood not to happen in the temporal world.
The concept of reality differs between the literary and temporal worlds. (5) The fantasies illus-
trated in this study can be effectively used in creating rich varieties of ideas in landscape design.

Key words: illustrated books, forest imagery, reality, fantasy, animals, landscape design.
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