B IUH Rk 39B:27-32 (2009) 27

FrS5h - HLEA—DTT—FHI
— PR VERDT S —F B E DB EE—
E K # #

(HF2E9EE)
(20094F 1 H28 H 5 #)

On the theory of Prana in Carakasamhita
Taijun NAGATOMO
Laboratory of Philosophy, Minamikyushu University,
Takanabe, Miyazaki 884-0003, Japan
(Accepted : January 28, 2009)

Summary

In the view of Carakasamhitas (CS), Vata (or Vayu) consists of prana, udana, samana, apana and vyana.
Vata brings the object perceived by the five sense organs and manas to the atman. So internal organs like the
manas and buddhi, have in common the function vayu. The internal organs are connected to the five sense
organs by this function. And the prana plays an important role in the maintenance of the body and all the
sense organs.

It is conucive to good health, improvement of strength and complexion, luster, growth, and complexion in
addition to, attainment of knowledge and longevity. Outside the body, it brings about cohesiveness for, and
movement in the sun, moon, stars and planet, Vayu sustains the earth also.

In the view of the two commentaries on Sankhyakarika (SK), that are Sankhyatattvakaumdi (TK) and
Gaudapadabhasya (GBh), present a view that recognizes two classes of sense-organs, i.e., the external ones
and the internal ones. The external organs are the five sense organs and the internal organs are manas,
ahankara, and buddhi. These three internal organs have special funcution. The manas assimilates the imme-
diate impressiones of the objectes provided by the the external senses, and the ahankara apperceives these
impressiones, after which buddhi makes a determination upon them. These internal organs have in com-
mon the function prana. The internal organs are connected to the five sense organs by this function. And the
prana plays an important role in the maintenance of the body and all the sense organs. But these two com-
mentaries on SK have nomention of the relation between prana and the natural phenomena like the sun and
earth.

According to the above investigation, it can be maintained that there is some diferance between the view of
prana in the two commentaries on SK and the view presented in the CS. In the CS, prana brings about cohe-
siveness and movement among the sun, moon, stars and planet, while sustaining the earth.also, However
these two commentaries on SK, have no mention of the relationship between prana and the natural phenome-
non like the sun and earth.
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