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At the southwest corner of Yanagawa castle, besides the pond surrounded by the outer canals,
there used to be the feudal lord' s villa. It was calld '""Ohanabatake." The villa "Shuukeitei"
which was built by Tachibana Kanetora in Genroku 10, was the beginning. The situation of the
garden in the old days became clear from depiction of the old pictorial map by Tachibana
Family. In a pictorial map, there are many plants including flowering trees and fragrant shrubs
around Izumi Oike. Furthermore, the garden is combined with the natural scenery adopted from
outside. Water falls from Takiguchi serve mountain stream, fill a vast pond, and flow into canals.
As a graceful daimyo garden, we can imagine that they used to be the main hobby and amuse-
ment, and a place of rest for them. The garden consists of ""Ohanabatake" built in the Edo era,
and "Shoutouen" built in the Meiji era. Both are the gardens of rich local color which harnesses
geographical features of riverside area of Yanagawa.
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