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This paper first examines the house and garden of Richu VIII and the process of change from
the original house and garden to the present. The discussion then addresses the relationship
between the resident and the garden space. From Richu I to Richu VIII, the Yasuda family pro-
vided the painters for the Takanabe domain. This paper uses land surveys, literature and an
interview for data. The original plan for the house that Richu VIII built in 1840 was L-shaped.
The three other buildings on the site were the painter's studio, a shed for storing firewood and
other items, and a structure for raising silkworms and weaving silk fabric. The main house is
now a simple rectangular shape. A new building was constructed for tea ceremonies. The garden
of Yasuda X had fruit and nut-bearing trees such as persimmons, pears, peaches and chestnuts.
The garden was then for practical purposes in that residents could pick the fruits and nuts. The
garden was also partially covered with thick weeds. Presently there are no weeds of such height
and density as the current owner consistently weeds the garden. Both Yasuda X and the present
owner, Ikuko Yasuda? the wife of Yasuda XI, were poets. For Yasuda X, this garden protected
the workroom from the outer world; he could relax when seeing and walking through the gar-
den. For Ikuko Yasuda— the garden needs constant care to eliminate the weeds and each of the
plants has its own special nuance for writing poetry.

Key words: Richu VIII, samurai house, painter, poet, garden, Takanae-cho.
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