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The relationship between soil conditions and the form of cherry blossom trees (PrunusX
yedoensis) was investigated in a pond-type garden of Mihashira Shrine in Yanagawa City,
Fukuoka Prefecture. The soil survey involved hardness measurement and visual observation,
and the height and diameter of trees were measured. The survey revealed that many trees
branched near the roots and were shrubby in places where the soil was clayey and humid, sug-
gesting a relationship between them. Growth inhibition started to appear after the trees had
reached a certain thickness and was particularly apparent in upward growth, such as tree height
and tree crown size. Trees that suffered growth inhibition had spread crowns and flat tree forms.
Because the majority of the trees that had grown abnormally were not adjacent to the pond but
at some distance from it, more detailed surveys are needed to understand the relationship

between soil conditions and tree growth.
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