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Summary

In the view of Carakasambhita (CS), Vata (or Vayu) consists of prana, udana, samana, apana and vyana. Vata
brings the object perceived by the five sense organs and manas to the atman. So internal organs like the
manas and buddhi, share the function vayu in common. The internal organs are connected to the five sense
organs by this function. And the prana plays an important role in the maintenance of the body and all the
sense organs. It is conducive to good health, improvement of strength and complexion, luster, growth, and
complexion in addition to the attainment of knowledge and longevity. Outside the body, it brings about cohe-
siveness among, and movement by the sun, moon, stars and planet, Vayu sustains the earth also.

The PraSastapadabhasya (PD), present a view that recognizes two forms of Vayu; in the form of atoms and
in the form of products. The product form is again divided into four: the body, the sense-organ, the object and
the prana. The sense-organ relating to Vayu is called skin (tvak) which pervades all over the body. It is instru-
ment of touch in all lioving beings. And prana is the vayu which exists within the body of beings and it is the
cause of transport for the various fluids, secretions and other materials in the body. It is of five kinds as
prana, apana, samana, udana and vyana, owing toits various functions.

According to the above investigation, it can be maintained that there is some diferance between the view of
prana in the PD and the view presented in the CS. In the CS, prana brings about cohesiveness and movement
among the sun, moon, stars and planets, while sustaining the earth.also, However the PD, has no mention of
the relationship between prana and the natural phenomenon like the sun and earth.

Key words: Carakasamhita Prasastapadabhasya prana.
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