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Cultural Background behind the Popularity of Coppice Gardens in Japan
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It was not until 1900 that the Japanese public began to appreciate the beauty of coppice woods.
Kunikida and Tokutomi, two Japanese men of letters, were responsible for generating an
aesthetic interest in coppices. Coppice gardens then began to be maintained in Japan. These
Japanese litterateurs were influenced by the great works of Russian literature-Tokutomi had
immersed himself in Tolstoy's novels and Kunikida, in Turgenev's. These works contained
descriptions of the beauty of Russian deciduous woods. This paper surveys the present condition
of the estates of Tolstoy and Turgenev. The houses of both authors were surrounded by large
woods. Until now, it has been difficult for Japanese researchers to access information on the
estates. This paper offers some pictures of the estates that were taken in 2010. The estates of both
authors have tree-lined streets and both authors planted trees on their estates.

Key words: Japanese modern coppice garden, Doppo Kunikida, Roka Tokutomi, the estate of Tolstoy,

the estate of Turgenev.
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