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Habitat of Ilex rotunda Thunb. (Round Leaf Holly) in the Meido Elementary School in Miyakonojo City
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Horticulture, Minami-Kyushu University, Miyakonojo,
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To decide the guideline for protecting an old Ilex rotunda tree in Meido Elementary School in
Miyakonojo City, the habitat was surveyed including the surrounding environment and soil con-
ditions. The hardness of the soil differed greatly between inside and outside the restricted area,
and the soil was very hard outside the restricted area due to trampling. There are no structures
that inhibit the growth of the roots, but the root zone is likely to be in poor soil, causing concern
about the future vitality of the tree. Soil improvement and enlarging the restricted area would be
effective for revitalizing the tree, but actual measures should be decided by carefully investigating
the use of the surrounding facilities as well as the tree.

Key words: Ilex rotunda, protective guideline, soil improvement, soil conditions, surrounding

environment.
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