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A study on Japan’s nuclear power promoting policy and state involvement in nuclear energy education
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For over half a century since the 1950s, with the “long-term nuclear plan”, Japan has contin-
ued to promote nuclear power. In the “New National Energy Strategy” document of 2006, the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry(METT) expects the international energy market to be
tight METTI also declares that nuclear energy is essential and announces plans to increase nuclear
power in the future, looking to 2030 or 2050.

METI and The Ministry of Education and Science conducts nuclear human resource develop-
ment projects through professional education in universities, and also actively works on projects
that support nuclear education for elementary and secondary school education. In 2010, the Min-
istry of Education and Science produced a book “Supplementary Reading Material on Nuclear
Energy” for distribution to primary and secondary schools nationwide along with the local Edu-
cation Committees. From April 2011, the Ministry was planning to conduct a full-scale nuclear
education program in the school curriculum. (The plan has been halted after the Fukushima
nuclear accident). In the supplementary reading material, the sentence “nuclear reactors have
no risk, such as that of severe nuclear accidents or serious radiation leaks, and nuclear energy is
clean and safe, it is the best energy resource” is repeatedly stated. These statements are not scien-
tifically verified and the material fails to adequately explain the risk of serious accidents, nuclear
radiation leaks, and the management of radioactive waste disposal. The supplementary reading
material is a publicity brochure for the promotion of nuclear policy and promotes acquiescence
for nuclear plant location. The content does not provide the information necessary to adequately
teach future generations about nuclear issues in the elementary and secondary school curriculum.

Key words: Japan’s nuclear power promoting policy, state involvement, unclear energy education.
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