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Characteristics and changes of historical japanese pond gardens in Kunimi-cho, Unzen-shi, over time
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With changes to our living environment, gardens with rich local characteristics have recently
begun to disappear. This research focuses on the current conditions of historical gardens scattered
around Kunimi district in Nagasaki Prefecture, Kyushu, and the results of questionnaire surveys
on their owners. Since the previous investigation, which was carried out in 1991 or 20 years ago, 9
out of 11 gardens have changed: some have vanished or were partially lost, and others have been
converted into dry landscape yards. Some of these changes were caused by deterioration of water
quality, decrease of water flow, and extension or reconstruction of buildings on the properties .
Moreover, due to aging or absence of their owners, most of the gardens are no longer attended on
a daily basis and thus have fallen into ruins. In pond-type gardens, water shortage has worsened
the irrigation systems and consequently has spoiled the townscape. It has become apparent that
preservation of waterways and maintaining water supplies are future challenges for Kunimi dis-

trict.
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