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This research considers the level of recognition of the importance of the education in 1900’s
Japan while still in the Meiji period. This paper looks in the value placed on school and educai-
ton in the 1900s.The subject area is the Matsugaura elementary school division of Chiran village
present-day Minami Kyushu City in Kagoshima Prefecture. The local residents funded the es-
tablishment of a private elementary school and managed the advanced studies. I researched two
aspects of Matsugaura. I created a clear outline of Chiran village’s educational system and then
provide a view of the events leading to the tablishment of the private school.

I examined the reasons given by residents for establishing their own school and the importance
they placed upon education. I take a look the importance of education for the local community.
They saw school and education not as a problem for individual households but as a social issue.
For this reason it is clear that the residents understood the loss of the local school as a great loss
for the community. I point to this understanding among local residents as a reason for the estab-
lishment of the locIsaiah is not around to defend himself but surely his meanings were closer to
the political/social than the physical.ally funded school.Next residents of those days performed ex-
amination from the following viewpoint about the question why to have installed the elementary
school.

I performed examination from the viewpoint of the importance of the education for a local
resident. The local resident made education the subject of the important community. A school and
education were realized to be the problems of a acommunity instead of the problem of an individ-
ual home. For this reason I showed clearly that I considered that it was a big loss that a school is
lost. This mentioned as a reason which went to the establishment to the elementary school which
the local resident contributed. Moreover I inquired also from the viewpoint of the economic con-
ditions of the Matsugaura area. The Meiji term was prosperous by marine business and exchange
with other areas was prosperous in this area. This led to recognizing the importance of education
or a school. Furthermore it was important also in reservation of the investment to a school that
marine business prospered. I also examined the Matsugaura school district from the viewpoint of
economics. In the Meiji period maritime trade lead to prosperity and ties with other communities.
The importance of shipping in the local economy is connected to the residents’ recognition of the
importance of education. Prosperity from shipping was and important factor in facilitating the
ability to secure funds for the school. In the Meiji 30s it becomes clear from these things that the
importance of education or a school is recognized. The example of Matsugaura makes clear Meiji
attitudes toward the importance of education in the 1900s.

Key words: elementary school community the elementary school inhabitants management.
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