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During the national isolation period in the Edo era, the Dutch people confined to the island of
Dejima in Nagasaki Bay relied on food that they produced themselves on the island and on sup-
plies delivered by Dutch ships every June or July. The land use for planting had been changed over
the isolation peroid of approximately 220 years. During these years, once quadrate lots appeared,
their scale and shapes had also been changed over time. While pine was one of the main initially-
planted species, vegetable gardens were developed on the sites of warehouses. In those gardens,
vegetables, crops, and ornamentals were cultivated. Medicinal plants were also grown despite the
limited area in Dejima, presumably for routine medical treatments. Seibold, who came to Japan
in the sixth year of the Bunsei era, 1823, set up botanical gardens and cultivated plants collected
from various parts of Japan. Furthermore, livestock were raised on Dejima, and wild duck, pork
and beef were described as served for meals along with vegetables such as carrot, cabbage and let-
tuce. In conclusion, it was observed that land utilization for planting on Dejima had been changed
due to the limitation of food resources and as a place for relaxation, such as strolling, horse-riding
and so on. Moreover, it functioned as a botanical garden for the resources gathered from various

parts of the world.
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