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This report discusses the case of the Matsugaura Elementary School District in the former vil-
lage of Chiran, Kagoshima Prefecture. Between 1900 and 1912 (Meiji 33 to 45), this elementary
school district was the site of a private higher elementary school established and operated by dis-
trict residents. The study reports the usage of school funds after the closure of private elementary
school, a possible overview of the organization handling the school fund, the management struc-
ture of this organization, and whether there was any involvement between the management of the
school fund and the education union (kyoiku kumiai). From these facts, it seeks to clarify the func-
tions that the elementary school district filled for community residents.

In the Matsugaura Elementary School District, the school fund was managed by a board of
trustees (shogiinkai) and a local school council (gikokai) comprising district residents. These or-
ganizations carried out business and managed the school fund on the basis of discussions among
district residents. In addition, this business included the provision of scholarships for district resi-
dents; this should be understood as being distinct from the role of the education union, which was
also active in the school district at the time.

From these facts, the study reveals that elementary school districts not only are administrative
districts stipulating the schools that should be attended by local children but have also functioned
since the Meiji period as community organizations run by local residents.

Key words: elementary school, community, elementary school, trustees (shogiinkai) , school coun-
cil (gikokai).
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