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In this study, three hundred and thirty eight historic gardens in the Kyushu district were classi-
fied into 6 types according to their conservation conditions. The comparison among garden styles
showed that dry landscapes with no ponds nor fountains called Karesansui gardens were ideally
preserved. On the other hand, among gardens with ponds and fountains, Chisenkaiyu gardens,
which enable us to enter and easily maintain showed a larger percentage of well-preserved gardens
than Chisenkansyo gardens which were appreciated mainly from outside the gardens. The compari-
son among regionally-grouped gardens indicated that a larger percentage of gardens were lost in
southern Kyushu than in other areas. Especially in Usuki-Kitsuki, Chiran and Ryukyu groups of
gardens, the conditions were generally preserved well, and no gardens designated as cultural prop-
erties and managed by the communities had been lost. However, ruined gardens were found even in
the designated cultural properties in some areas, suggesting the necessity of reconsidering the way

of maintaining those gardens.
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