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A Study of Seika-en: the Garden for Cultural Exchange
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In the early Edo period, under the political stabilization by the Tokugawa government, landscape
gardening was very popular in Japan. Many feudal lords in Japan (Daimyo) founded Daimyo gar-
dens including Kyushu island. Many clan lords on the island proudly enjoyed their gardens. Seika-
en, Many known as the Ohana Batake on Hirado island, is a Daimyo garden founded by Hiromu
Matsura, a lord of Hirado Clan (Nagasaki prefecture), located near the Kameoka castle of Hirado.
The garden had European-style flower bed and various plants, including foreign plants. Even after
the completion, several changes were made over the years. Ten monuments with Waka inscription
on, a room for Japanese tea ceremony, a Noh stage, and a yard for Kemari game are observed in
the pictures of the garden. From the documents and pictures, the processes of the changes of the
garden were discovered.
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