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Russian wood seen by Roka Tokutomi
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This study shows two places where Roka Tokutomi perceived “zokibayashi,” which means forests
associated with special Japanese senses, near Tolstoy’s estate. Roka and Tolstoy are famous writers
of Japanese and Russian, respectively. Roka’s diary has been analyzed in this survey. The diary is
originally written in Japanese and was sent to Tolstoy and translated into Russian. In the course of
the translation, the word “zokibayashi” was understood merely as “forest.” Similarly, “zokibayashi”
has also been translated as “forest of inferior timber” in English. We indicated that there exist some
differences between “zokibayashi” and “forest.” Furthermore, Roka found an area where young
deciduous trees were growing. He called it “sorin” in Japanese, which means sparse forest. The “so-
rin” was greatly favored by Tolstoy. Since the young trees usually appear with slim twigs and low
trunks, their scene might construct a kind of Japanese garden made of “zokibayashi.”

Key words: Roka Tokutomi, sorin, Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, zokibayashi.
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“Fare thee well, Varonka!

Forever shall [ remember thee.
Thou hast been my Jordan,

O thou blessed Varonka!” (p.205)
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“Forests of Inferior Timber”

Between Tokyo and the river Tama in the western
suburbs of the city, there are several hills, and valleys,
and winding roads, now going down to the valleys and
now going up the hills. Each valley is a rice field mostly
with a brook running through it, and a few water mills
are seen along the stream. Most of the hills are cleared
and the fields are laid out. But here and there remain
many forests of inferior timber shaped like a square. I
love these forests of inferior timber. The trees are quer-
cus grandulifera, quercus serrate, the black alder, the
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der it, your dream may also be green.

When the autumn sets in and mushrooms begin to
grow, two —colored lespedeza and Chinese miscanthus
decorate the edges of forest, and patrinia scabiosaefolia
and authistiria arguens are growing disorderly in the
midst of the forests. Nature has constructed an autumn
garden here. If you pass by these forests on a cool and
dewy night, whether the moon is out or not, you will
hear the songs of many an insect, such as calyptotryphus
marmoratus, homoeogryllus japonicus, noisy crickets,
and others. It is indeed charming that the forests have

chestnut trees and many others with a few large trees, but
most of them are young trees grown out of stumps, and
the under-growth are clearly cut off. Seldom red pines
and black pines tower high up above the forest and there-
by hold up a green canopy under the blue sky. When the
forest begins to visit it, the whole forest turns yellow and
red, superior even to any maple-forest.

After all the leaves have fallen off the trees, it is
good to see a million branches of the cold forest shoot
up to the cold sky. But it is extremely good to see the
forest when the sun is set, the earth is filled with the
evening smoke, the sky over the forest is light purple and
the big moon like a tray is making her way slowly out.
When spring comes and the sprouts of all light colors-
light brown, light green, light red, light purple and light
yellow- are coming out, it is not necessary to admire the
cherry blossoms alone.

When the young leaves are green, suppose you visit
the forest. Each leaf being reflected in the sun light, all
the leaves overhead seem as if green gems and blue gems
were making a canopy. Here under the canopy green
leaves, your face may be green and if you take a nap un-

x2.

changed into an insect cage.
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«MBI TIOAHSIIUCH XOJIM H, Ui 110 10pore, BOLLIN B I‘J'Iy6b rycToro
3CJICHOI'O Jieca.»

[VEEEDOMAEIM % vald, HEARRIZAZ. ]

8 [HEARM DU R BT 72 BT, 3 TIAI S 72 5 E—i 12
KL, B PRI = PUAR—3 7 LT o)

«MBI Iepecekn SI0IOHEBBIN Cajl U BOIIUIN B JIECH

«[lonsHa y OIymiKy Jieca ObLIA CIIOMIb MOKPHITA CKOLMICHHOU Tpa-
BOIf, Ha cepe/iuHe POCII0 HECKONBKO OesbX Oepes.»

[EZI A O TR ORI [HEO AT v F ] 2B

2 pxoo%x Eh )

«3areMm s BBILIET HA JOPOTY BO3Jie OEPEe30BOI PO U MOIHSIICS
Ha xonM. [lefi3a)x  HaNOMHWII MHE «3aIHCKN OXOTHUKa»

[ZMCHE L BMORICA D M IZiEBOTHhHHE S
H Y.

FOHE LB IE RN THKREZ R, HH ), 1HH D .
BER, BEBEBSIZEDL T, L Okk, KERDA
¥ FORL, ST OFE 2L &

16

«W Bbexanu B Jiec PSAAOM CO PIKAHBIM ITOJIEM.»

«Bces 3a ToscTeIM MomIen B pouly, CBEpHYB ¢ Joporu. B pore
MoJoable 1yOku u Oepe3bl. binku coiHLa M TeHH Najgaiu Bpe-
MEXKY, sipKasi HIOJIbCKas JINCTBA Opocaia 3eJICHBIH OTCBET Ha
OAEXKBL. - 51 MOOIIIO TYISITH B 9TOM JIecy»

[5290] S L 170 BBk~ D8, HIZARDOHED
WazmhTaonzike L, NIEROMZ {E S Tiko
B AT (o MEAR & BEAMRITHEE L TR LR D A2 -5 S0

19 WrWAIEESHEZR) 2T, BIH X DIEELNE 5 2012
BCCTBIEORE 2L L LT BT RO EL SO
S A

[WEH o < BRI 2 2R A2 DOFE T, |

«OHa OeKHT cpei POLM MEXy KMBOIMHMCHBIX X0IMOB. CojHed-
HBIE JIy4H, TIPOOMBAsCH CKBO3b CETh JIMCTBBHI, MAAI0T 30JI0TBIMU
IsTHAMU Ha 3emiito. Maem cpenu MoJyio1oil mopociau B 3€1eHON
TeHn. CerogHsi B MOCIEIHUN pa3 s YBIXKY TOJCTOTO, KOTOPBIH,
Tyl B 3TOM JIECY, TOBOPUT C OOTOM ¥ Pa3MBIILIAET O YCIIOBEKE.
3aBTpa MHE IPHUJETCS C HUM paccTaTbCs, HAC Pa3lessT MOps U
TOPBI, U OH OCTAHETCS TOJBKO B BOCIIOMHHAHUI

«qupa MBI C HUM TYJISJINM B 3TOM JIECY.»
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