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This paper examines the significance of percussion centered traditional festival called Kokura
Giondaiko in the urban context of Kokura, Kitakyushu city. Focusing on the formulation and musi-
cal representation of numberless percussion groups and their geometrical configuration, I will dis-
cuss the way in which their drumming patterns reflect or parallel their corresponding festive space.

After almost a four hundred year long history, the festival allowed the inclusion of women, local
institutions, and voluntary associations, and also inaugurated processional and drumming com-
petitions largely aimed at urban regeneration in order to grapple with post-industrial urban de-
population. Consequently, new entrants resulted in increasingly virtuosic performance that deviate
from the authentic drumming style. The emergent musical differences between the traditional and
arranged styles in fact parallel their disparate geographic configuration: the former, community-
based traditional groups have their own district based on the old demarcation, and the latter, with
no historio-geographic connection with a specific place, are marginalized in open space before gi-
gantic commercial buildings of postmodern architecture. This paper thus explores two contrasting
musical styles and their spaces of the urban traditional festival through the analysis of rhythmic
patterns and historio-geographic features, and thereby demonstrates the urban sonic and spatial
polarity.
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