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The interwoven landscapes of “Hourai-En”: Gardens of the Hirado Domain’s Daimyo Residence
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The “Hourai-En” gardens at the Matsura clan’s daimyo residence were created within the
Hirado Domain’s Torigoe grounds during the Kan-ei era (1624-1645) on the order of the Do-
main’s third daimyo, Matsura Takanobu, who primarily entrusted the landscaping to Kobori
Enshu and Kougetsu Sougan. Later, the tenth Hirado daimyo, Matsura Hiromu, commissioned
Tachibana Moribe to record the Hourai-En’s history. This history was produced in the form of
a chronicle of the composition of the gardens entitled the “Thirty-six Views of the Hourai-En.”
Using available historical materials about the Matsura clan to reveal the gardens’ details, and
considering Matsura Hiromu’s sentiments toward his home and Hirado, this study also exam-
ined the various designs within the gardens. Thus, this study revealed the presence of a strong
sense of nostalgia for Hirado within the design of the Hourai-En gardens.

Key words: Hirado-Domain, Horai-en ki, Tachibana Moribe, Matsura Hiromu, Hirado.
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