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Umegayatsu Kairakuen as an evacuation shelter
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Matsura Hiromu, the 10th lord of the Hirado Domain during 19th century feudal Japan,
established the manor of Umegayatsu Kairakuen as part of his fiscal reconstruction policies.
In the present study, we investigated the historical functions of Umegayatsu Kairakuen, the
garden villa of the Matsura family, as well as those of an experimental ground for industrial
promotion. In the ‘Umetsu Enshu Kokoroe Shujin no Maki’, a scroll document written by Mat-
sura Hiromu, Umegayatsu Kairakuen was described as a place for performing ‘Kado’, ‘Kikudo’
and ‘Sado’, which were the tenets of the Matsura family. The family would host activities, such
as Senke-style tea parties, at the manor, intended for passing down the ‘Chinshin-style’ tea
ceremony founded by Matsura Shigenobu, the first lord of the domain. However, the scroll also
revealed that the manor served as an evacuation shelter in the event of fires. The premises were
furnished with fire-extinguishing equipment, with displayed tanka poetry used to emphasise
the importance of respecting fire and knowing where to evacuate. These findings made it clear
that the manor was established not only to pass down the family accomplishments to posterity
but also to be used as a safe evacuation facility in case of emergencies.

Key words: Hirado-Domain, Umegayatsu Kairakuen ,Matsura Hiromu, evacuation shelter.
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