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The Sonoke Garden as A sacred stage
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The Sonoke Garden, located in Kasari-cho, Amami City, Kagoshima Prefecture, is believed
to have been created during feudal times. It is considered to be the most precious of all Japa-
nese gardens found on Amami Oshima. Surveys, literature reviews, and a study of local tradi-

tions revealed that the garden was developed as

a “Mya”—a sacred place to worship Amami

Oshima’s gods. Its purpose as a place of worship became apparent from the frequent use of
the site to host government officials, and the presence of a “Kamimichi” : holy path within the
gardens. In contrast to the numerous remaining Mya sites in the Amami region, which are now
nothing more than vacant blocks of land, the Sonoke Gardens is surrounded by sacred waters
flowing from the Yamagusuku and has therefore been preserved as a holy place.

Key words: The Sonoke Garden, Amami Oshima, Mya, kamimichi.
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