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This study aims to clarify the problem of forest industry studies in environmental education
in primary schools in Japan from the perspective of Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD). The author designed a social studies lesson plan model for a sustainable forest industry
lesson in ESD. Recently, the Course of Study emphasized the importance of ESD. The National
curriculum provides a description of ESD. In order to design a forest industry lesson, the au-
thor carried out the following tasks.

First, the author analyzed the description of the Course of Study (Social Studies) by Minis-
try of Education from revised in 1947 untill the Course of Study revised in the findings is that
the word of *Forest Industry’distinguished after the Course of Study revised in 1977.

Second, the author analyzed the description of the textbooks edited in 2007 and edited in 2015.

Third, the author attempted to incorporate the concepts of economics and management in
the social studies lesson plan, comparing it to the forest industry in Germany.

Finally, the author developed a forest industry lesson plan as part of ESD, focusing on
the time and spatial axes and incorporating the concept of social science, especially that of
economics and management. Henceforth, teachers need to teach the lesson titled Sustain-
able Forest Industry in Japan for the fifth grade in primary schools, and children should
engage in decision-making and predicting the future. In the next Course of Study may
change the regional study based on not only from time axis, but also to compare to other
country from spatial axis and needed the ability to consider using materials incooperated
economy and management as deep learning. This lesson plan designed by the author is very
important because it is related to ESD and the next revised national curriculum.

Key words: ESD, Forest Industry, Course of Study, Lesson Design, The Concept of Economy and
Management, Time axis and Spatial axis.
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