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Plain Accompaniment for Elementary School Common Song Teaching Materials

: Comparison of Chord Name and Chord Symbol for Chordal Accompaniment of Seven- and Five-
Tone Scale Songs
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This article focuses on the way in which a plain accompaniment for elementary school songs works.
An accompaniment by keyboard based on harmonic theory of western classical music is applicable
basically to seven-tone scale music. Kasho-kyotsu-kyozai, or common song teaching materials for
Japanese elementary school, however, include various five-tone scale songs which are supposed
theoretically not suitable for the theory. In this article the author examines and compares the binary
way of harmonic descriptions by chord name (alphabets) and chord symbol (roman numerals), and
seeks the better and plainer way of keyboard accompaniment for the Japanese school songs.



