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The purpose of this study is to examine how intercultural education for young children is
practiced in a multicultural country. Focusing on the singing activity, I analyze an American music
text book. Among many songs in the textbook, I deal with three Japanese songs and consider how
they are presented and taught in kindergarten classrooms. Although the textbook is designed for
young children under school age, references of musical elements, i.e. theoretical aspect and various
disciplinary perspectives are provided as well as emphasizing on a respect for differences of others.
The country’s educational guideline, however, largely influences the way in which teaching is actually

planned and conducted.



