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The Characteristics of social studies and relation between Teacher education in Finnland

— The Analysis of National core curriculum, textbook, lesson of University of Helsinki
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democratic citizenship and participation. It
includes, among other things, ability to look
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to assess its validity, to use it constructively,
and to know the basic things about society
and economy, in a national, European and
global perspective.
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The Characteristics of social studies and relation between Teacher education in Finnland
- The Analysis of National core curriculum, textbook, lesson of University of Helsinki —
Kihachiro Sakai

ABSTRACT

This study aims to clarify the history and characteristics of social studies education in Finnland.

The author analyzed textbooks used to teach social studies in Finnland and interviewed the faculty at
Helsinki University.

As a result, the author found that Finnland has an extensive welfare system and the subject of social
studies includes various patterns of family and personal and urgent social problems in Finnland society.
Finnland places emphasis on social studies to develop citizenship education and ESD Education.

The prototype of social studies in Finnland dates back to around 1925 after Finnland declared its
Independence in 1917. History and Social studies as subject started in 1963.

Education reform started in 1995 when trade with Eastern Europe declined, education for the next
generation became a topic of public discussion in Finland.

The National core curriculum (POPS) was launched in 2014. The last time a core curriculum was
published in 2004. POPS is revised around every ten years.

The goal of the POPS is not only to enhance the motivation of students but also aid them acquiring
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the seven competencies.

The goal of social studies education is to support students becoming the citizen of active and
responsible citizens.

The lessons at the University of Helsinki include that involve many Active Learning through the
constructive approach, for example, lessons in subjects such as history, education method, and early
childhood education.

The content of social studies is designed to develop the citizenship and ESD education.

In addition, the aim of Education of Science in University of Helsinki to try to mold the students to be
better teachers.

Teacher training in Helsinki University has strong implications for school education in Finnland.

The education practices of Finnland could provide many useful suggestions for education in Japan.



