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Abstract : Education in Finland has been the center of attention due to its consistently top
performance in PISA assessments within 15 years. In this paper, after visit investigations for
schools located in different area and workshop of narrative learning practice in Finland, eight main
characteristics are listed and half of them is mainly discussed. Furthermore, by comparison between
Japan and Finland on the educational environment, the pros and cons are considered from the
characteristics which refer to the combined grade system, small number of pupils per class, several
teachers as classroom assistants and the comfortable atmosphere in the classroom. In consequence,
extra support can be carried out under a flexible curriculum suitable for a variety of children.

Finally, it suggests that the dedication and the professional of Finnish teachers are the determinants

of school education.
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