mEQAMEORIZ, TFYOREIZOWTORRA
HDH, FREHENZETHY, ANEORDO N4

N RIS 4556% 115 —22(2026)

REFD—EHENPSEZ LT VOROYEEDIHMN

Wk 5
AR SRR 2

An Interpretation of the Story of the Garden of Eden
Based on the Unity of Father and Son

Naokata Okajima™
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The leading scholars of Japanese landscape architecture have consistently addressed the
Garden of Eden at the outset when compiling their writings on the history and philosophy of
landscape design. This stems from their belief that the Garden of Eden represents the paradise
humanity first experienced. However, they have not organically connected the Old Testament
and New Testament in their discussions. According to Christian doctrine, the Old Testament
should be read from the perspective of the New Testament rather than as an independent text.
Interpreting the Garden of Eden in the Old Testament from this New Testament standpoint
suggests the possibility of a different interpretation than the conventional one. As Christian
doctrine, the Trinity was established in the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. This thesis
focuses on that concept to interpret the story of the Garden of Eden. Specifically, it will extract
and discuss the idea, formalized through the doctrine of the Trinity, that the Father and the
Son are one and the same. In doing so, it is thought possible to understand how the creed was
formed by examining the discourses of the Greek Church Fathers prior to its establishment
and the various debates preceding the solidification of the doctrine. The Fathers' discussions
can be broadly summarized into three points. Viewing the Garden of Eden through the lens
of the Father and Son being one reveals that the environment of the Garden itself is the Son,
created by the God who would later appear in the world as Jesus Christ. It becomes clear
that, among the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree of Life in the Garden,
the Tree of Life symbolizes the role fulfilled by Jesus Christ. I believe this points to an aspect
that the leading scholars of Japanese landscape architecture had not previously noted.

Keywords: Christian doctrine, Garden of Eden, Japanese landscape architecture, New
Testament and Old Testament
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